Is your WiFi Optimized?

Let Us Check Out Your WiFi Setup (for FREE!)

If you’re not getting the most out of your 3 Rivers Internet service, it may be your
WiFi set up. Having lots of devices using bandwidth-intensive applications can affect
performance, but so can other issues.
		
		
		

• Do you have old equipment?
• Are your router settings correct?
• Is your modem/router in the best location?

Call or email 3 Rivers about this FREE service and we’ll have one of our WiFi experts
check if there are issues we can fix over the phone or with a home visit (if necessary).
Either way, we’ll make sure you’re getting the best WiFi performance possible!
467-2535 • 800-796-4567
3rt@3rivers.net (use “WiFi Optimization” in the subject line)
Residential customers only.

3 New Directories

New 3 Rivers Telephone Directories will be coming
soon for all subscribers in our southern exchanges.
The Beaverhead & Ruby Country, Big Sky and Madison
Valley Directories will be distributed within the first two
weeks in October. If you do not receive a new 3 Rivers
directory, please give us a call.
3 Rivers makes every effort to insure our customers
will be in the white pages. Occasionally we miss some
people; please let us know if this happened to you. ■

SERVICE INFORMATION
VOICE, INTERNET AND LONG DISTANCE
Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436
Website: 3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://3rivers.smarthub.coop

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440, Term expires 2022
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769, Term expires 2022
• Howard W. Goltz, Ennis/Harrison, 682.3085, Term expires 2023
Acknowledgment of contributors this issue:
• Diane M. Gollehon, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/Valier, 466-2703, Term expires 2021
Don Serido, Callie Moss, Susan Wilson
• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls, 761.2743, Term expires 2021
• Kyle J. Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power/East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288, Term expires 2023
• Kelly M. McInerney, Fairfield/Augusta/Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240, Term expires 2022
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/Stockett,738.4220, Term expires 2023
• Tyler P. Cobb, Jr., Melrose/Sheridan/Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600, Term expires 2022
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For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology
The Sun River Valley Schools Robotics Program, affectionately known as the ReDNek Robotics, has many
reasons to be proud of their accomplishments over the past 10 years. “What an opportunity for these smalltown kids! They are three-time world FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology)
Champions and twice runner up - no other team in the WORLD has done this in the 14-year history of FIRST
TECH CHALLENGE (FTC), and it starts with LOCAL support of businesses and citizens,” exclaimed Chuck
Merja, SRVS Robotics Coach.
In April, the ReDNek Robotics program received a $5000 Youth
Technology Grant from 3 Rivers. Merja explained, “The grant money
will be used to expose kids to and have them become proficient” in
several areas including:
• Programming in NxTG, python, JAVA, C
• Design software
• 3D printing
• All aspects of electronics
• Familitarity with and use of power tools; drill press, band saw,
metal lathe, belt sander, grinder and hand drill.
This past spring, however, their focus changed. “We switched to helping COVID response - a 3D printer went
home with a family, CADD work was done at home and I had a couple 3D printers running nearly 24/7 for
over a month turning out five versions of 3D printed face masks, three versions of face shields, parts for a
face mask testing apparatus, “ear savers”, cloth mask pleat makers and more,” said Merja.
Because of the recent COVID restrictions the robotics group has started having weekly virtual meetings.
“While we await FTC kickoff on September 12, we are learning about drones and their practical applications in
agriculture and environmental management, we continue to work on an autonomous weeder, an autonomous
mower, and an electric trike for a non-pedaling person,” said Merja. He added, “If you want to practice flying
drones, or learn to code, or help build a self-driving lawn mower, we’re still busy working on a variety of projects
this summer.” If you are interested in learning more about the ReDNek Robotics group or the projects they
are working on, contact Chuck Merja at chuckm@3rivers.net.
For more information about 3 Rivers Youth Technology grants visit www.3rivers.com/community ■

Congratulations Class of 2020!

3rivers.net/community/grants&sponsorships

“Never believe that a few caring people can't change the
world. For, indeed, that's all who ever have.”
--Margaret Mead

3 Rivers Banner Scholarship Winners

Though the pandemic has affected so many aspects of our lives one thing does remain the same ─ we
care about our neighbors. The 3 Rivers Board of Trustees awarded $12,000 in Community Enhancement
Grants to five local organizations in the first half of 2020. These grants are given to assist in promoting
the well-being of our members and the communities we serve.
We would like to congratulate these organizations for supporting their communities.
Town of Fairfield 			
received a grant to upgrade the town swimming pool and make it
					ADA accessible
Belt Theatre Company		
					

received a grant to purchase a portable sound system for their building
for use during their events and community events held there

Augusta Area Chamber		
					

received a grant to purchase two digital speed signs to remind those
traveling through to be aware of their speed and the safety of others

Belt Senior Citizen Center		
					

received a grant to purchase a new kitchen range for meals at the
center and delivery to homebound elders

Pondera History Association
					

received a grant to repair their building’s roof and install a new
security surveillance system ■
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Annual Meeting
The 67th Annual Meeting of 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc., postponed from
Monday, March 16, 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, took place Monday, July
20, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fairfield Community Hall, Fairfield, Montana. Ballots for
the board election had been mailed out prior to the postponement in March, and the
following individuals were elected to the Board of Trustees: Kyle J. Burgmaier – East
Conrad/ Conrad/Brady/Shelby/Power area, Howard W. Goltz – Ennis/Harrison area and
Mary E. Hill of the Belt/Geyser/Raynesford/Neihart/Stockett area. There was no quorum
present, so no other business took place. Action items, such as approval of minutes
and presentations of reports from 2019, have been moved to the next annual meeting,
currently planned for March of 2021. ■
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3rivers.net/fiber-to-the-home

Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH) construction has been ongoing this summer in the
town of Belt, as well as areas in Ennis and parts of Big Sky. We tentatively
plan to start cutting customers over from the existing copper plant to the new
fiber optics later this fall and into early next year. Watch for information coming
in the mail from 3 Rivers at that time regarding the steps necessary for final
hook-ups. ■
Check this space each issue for more information and updates on 3 Rivers FTTH projects.
You can also check out our FAQ in the Fiber-to-the-Home section on 3rivers.net.
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Today’s

children are the future of tomorrow. Keeping with the cooperative philosophy of
giving back to our members, the Trustees and staff at 3 Rivers are pleased to offer $10,000.00
annually in scholarships to the youth in our local communities.

Our Banner Scholarship program is in its 19th year with over 350 students receiving financial
assistance from 3 Rivers to continue their education and fulfill their dreams for tomorrow.
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