Currents

Is “Good Enough”
Good Enough for You?
Think your cellular data plan is “good enough” to
use at home? You might want to think again. The
first thing you need to know is how much Internet
(data) you and your household actually use before
considering changing your 3 Rivers High Speed
Internet. Most cellular providers measure your data
usage on a monthly basis and bill extra for anything
over a preset limit. And that preset limit may be as
low as 2 Gigabytes (GB) per month.

3 R i v e r s C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • M a rc h - A p r i l 2 0 1 4

School Technology SpotLight

This year in each issue of Currents we will focus on one of our local schools and
let them show you how the students are using technology.

3 Rivers High Speed Internet service is “unlimited” or unmeasured data (we’re talking about the amount of
data used, not download speeds)—you can use as much as you want! If you use the Internet for streaming
movies from Netflix or emailing large files such as pictures, you should consider what you will pay for data
usage above a preset cap. We’ve seen reports that show the average household uses more than 20 GB
of data per month! EVERYTHING is data: video, pictures, music, web surfing, gaming, etc. One High
Definition movie from Netflix can use up to 7 GB of data. So how much does your cellphone company
charge per GB beyond your limit? You need to know that answer before you make any drastic decisions!
Plus, think about the devices in your home. Do you have any smart phones, iPads, tablets or streaming
devices like Roku or AppleTV? How are they connected to the Internet? When you’re home and connected
via WiFi to your 3 Rivers Internet service, you’re fine because our service is unlimited. But what if you didn’t
have 3 Rivers Internet at home? Try turning off your device’s WiFi for a few days, connect through your
cellular data and see how much data you’re really using (your cell provider has easy tools to do this). You’ll
find you reach your limit in a hurry!
3 Rivers is here to help you make an educated decision
when it comes to your Internet needs and usage. Please
don’t hesitate to give one of our Customer Service
Representatives a call if you have any questions at all! ■
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Twin Bridges Schools
Twin Bridges School has incorporated several new technologies into their curriculum. They start in kindergarten and continue through high school. This month the
teachers will explain how things have changed in the classroom and the effects on their students.
“In Kindergarten we have been using computers, laptops, and iPads. For Language Arts, the students use the iPads
for a variety of activities such as spelling, sentence building, blogging, and creative drawing. The iPad has also been
used to introduce students to Google Earth during our Montana unit and also to quickly show them other geographical topics as they come up during reading selections.” Traci Tilstra, Kindergarten teacher
“The 21st Century is rich with information and technology, the interesting, fun and necessary part lies in teaching our
students how to navigate the information world and use the power of technology in ethical, productive and creative
ways. One of the best parts of being a teacher-librarian is helping students and teachers weave technology into the
curriculum in creative and meaningful ways. Technology should not be viewed as a replacement for the content we
teach; rather it is a vehicle for enriching the curriculum that already exists. iPads have changed my library instruction
greatly because they make documenting student voices, work and artwork more possible for younger students especially. It is amazing to see the excitement on their faces when they view and listen to their work.” Jamie Reynolds,
K-12 Library
“As an educator, every day I utilize free online resources like videos, podcasts, presentations, blogs, educational
games, and websites. The cloud is like a treasure chest for me. The applications and free software continues to grow
and it is exciting to be teaching with all these new resources that help my students become responsible digital citizens
in the media-rich world. In addition, thanks to technology, my professional network and learning opportunities have
exploded. The exchange of ideas is so exciting and my training opportunities have never been better with the convenience of webinars and online tutorials.” Jody Sandru, High School Business and Computer teacher
“The junior high students use technology in the classroom daily. They are becoming accustomed to interactive lessons on the SmartBoard, YouTube videos that pertain to our lessons, science demonstrations and videos, Khan
Academy videos to help explain difficult concepts for students who are struggling, and daily lessons written on the
Smart Board as opposed to the marker board. Students use computers and the internet to research topics and to
create original ways to display the knowledge gleaned throughout a specific unit. We have used iPads to create
productions that are linked to the school website to show the community the creativity and intelligence the junior high
students possess. By incorporating technology on a daily basis, students have become active and engaged learners, eager to share what they’ve learned with the world.” Jenifer Kearns, Junior High teacher
“We are using state of the art Panasonic video equipment to film sports activities
and other school events. I would like to thank 3 Rivers for the Technology Grant
to our TV/Video Production class. We wouldn’t be using this incredible technology without their donation. Students and I are enjoying the equipment and the
challenges and we are learning a lot. Our students are also getting hands on
experience in other classes. In the Ag Mechanics class, taught by Steve Chrest,
students are learning to use computerized vehicle diagnostics to troubleshoot
problems with modern vehicles.” Louis Reynolds, Junior High/High School
teacher ■

Oh The Places
You’ll Go!
“You’re off to Great Places!
Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting,
So... get on your way!”
― Dr. Seuss, Oh, the Places You’ll Go!

Introducing 3 Rivers Bundles!
Annual Meeting
Monday March 17, 2014

If you are a new or current customer calling about our services, you’re probably asking about:
1. Telephone.
2. Telephone and Internet.
3. Telephone and Internet and TV.
Whether you’re adding one or two services or starting from scratch with new telephone service, 3 Rivers
has a bundle to match your needs.

We’re starting our
10th year offering
Transportation Grants
to our local schools to
help with the additional
expense of learning
outside the classroom.
There are so many
exciting things for kids to
see and do in our great
state that 3 Rivers wants to assist in getting
these kids on their way!

Where: Fairfield Community Hall, Fairfield MT

“Oh, the places you’ll go! There is fun to
be done.”
― Dr. Seuss

FAQ:
Will capital credit checks be dispersed at the Annual
Meeting this year?
Yes, the Board has approved a general retirement of capital
credits

				
Broadband Internet includes:
					
Up to 6 Mb where available
					
5 email accounts
					
Security/spam/virus/parental control software

I am unable to attend the Annual Meeting. Can someone
else pick up my check?
We make every effort to protect your privacy. Capital credit
checks will only be given to the actual member(s) named
on the account.

			
3. Triple Play Phone/Internet/TV
				
$99.00/month for one year—save $35 per month!
				
► Residential Local Telephone ► Broadband Internet ► Digital TV

Through this grant program each school
in our serving area can apply to help
fund a field trip to explore the wonders of
Montana. It is up to each group which of the
many opportunities they would like to take
advantage. In the past schools have visited
the Lewis and Clark Caverns, Yellowstone
National Park, the Museum of the Rockies
and ExplorationWorks! in Helena. Wherever
your imagination can take you let 3 Rivers
help make it possible!
Contact Susan at susan.wilson@3rivers.
coop to find out more about the 3 Rivers
School Transportation Grant program.
“Congratulations!
Today is your day.
You’re off to Great Places!
You’re off and away!”
― Dr. Seuss, Oh, the Places You’ll Go 

When: Doors open and registration begins at 10:30 AM
		 Buffet lunch served from 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
		 Business meeting at 1:00 PM
		 Election of Trustees
		 Audit report
		 General Manager’s report
		 Questions from the floor
		 New business
		 Drawing for door prizes—Must be present to win

Can I designate someone else to vote on my behalf?
• Businesses and organizations that have service with
3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc. will receive a “Voting
Authorization” form in the mail.
• A vote can only be cast if the “Voting Authorization” form
is signed and returned to our office by March 6, 2014.
• The representative that you designate on this form is the
only person that can cast a vote on your behalf.
Will the 3 Rivers business office be open during the
Annual Meeting?
To give our members the opportunity to get to know
our friendly staff we will close our Fairfield office from
11:00 am until 3:00 pm but we will still be available for phone
calls. Conrad, Shelby and Big Sky offices and Browning
Radio Shack will be open during our regular business hours.
If you are unable to attend the meeting you can watch it on
the Internet at www.3rivers.net.

			
1. Residential Local Telephone
				
Bundle with Unlimited Phone Features for $5 more per month including:
					
Caller ID on Call Waiting
					
Voice Mail
					
Call Forwarding
					
Continuous Redial
					
Speed Dial and over a dozen more!
			
2. Double Play Phone/Internet
				
Save $10 per month for one year!
				
► Residential Local Telephone ► Broadband Internet

				
Digital TV includes Extra or Expanded Basic Package plus:
					
Multiple channels of Encore
					
On-Screen Interactive guide
					
Digital Set Top Box & Remote
Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Fiber Corner

Over one hundred Geyser customers have been cut over from their old copper plant to new fiber optics
as of press time. A third of them have signed up for 3 Rivers 3RTV service, and three-quarters now have
3 Rivers High Speed Internet. Cutovers in Raynesford were scheduled to start in February. Construction
clean-up will wrap up in the spring of 2014.
As soon as weather allows this spring, work will start on FTTP projects in the Dupuyer, Pendroy and Fort
Shaw exchanges.
Preliminary staking and engineering work by 3 Rivers’ contractor, Mid-States Engineering, has started in
Harrison and Highwood, with construction tentatively scheduled on these FTTP projects in the spring of
2015.
Check this space each issue for more information and updates on 3 Rivers FTTP projects. You can also
check out our FAQ in the Fiber-to-the-Premises section on 3rivers.net. 
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