For Customers in the Belt Exchange
Fiber Optics Informational Meeting

Currents

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 • 7:00 PM
Belt Senior Center • 19 Bridge Street • Belt, MT

3 R i v e r s C o mm u n i c at i o n s

Learn how this will affect you, what you can expect, when you can expect it and more at this meeting with
3 Rivers management. There will be a short presentation followed by a question and answer session.
A Notary Public will be available at the meeting to aid in processing your easement paperwork.

Your Response Matters.

10

Minutes
for
Years

It takes just 10 minutes to
answer 9 simple questions that
will shape your community for
the next 10 years.
For More Information, Visit:

CENSUS.MT.GOV

Important
Information About
Your Router
Settings!
Your router may not be operating as
efficiently as it can. Check out the
News section on 3rivers.net for details.

SERVICE INFORMATION
VOICE, INTERNET AND LONG DISTANCE
Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436
Website: 3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://3rivers.smarthub.coop

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440, Term expires 2022
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769, Term expires 2022
Acknowledgment of contributors this issue:
• Howard W. Goltz, Ennis/Harrison, 682.3085, Term expires 2020
Don Serido, Callie Moss, Susan Wilson
• Diane M. Gollehon, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/Valier, 466-2703, Term expires 2021
• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls, 761.2743, Term expires 2021
• Kyle J. Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power/East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288, Term expires 2020
• Kelly M. McInerney, Fairfield/Augusta/Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240, Term expires 2022
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/Stockett,738.4220, Term expires 2020
• Tyler P. Cobb, Jr., Melrose/Sheridan/Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600, Term expires 2022

March - April 2020

3 Rivers Annual Meeting • Monday, March 16, 2020
Fairfield Community Hall • Fairfield, MT
11:00 AM 		

Doors open and registration begins

NOON - 1:00 PM 	Buffet lunch served
1:00 PM 			Business meeting

		
Election of Trustees
				Audit report
				General Manager’s report
		
Questions from the floor
		
New business
		

		
Drawing for door prizes, including the grand prize—a big screen smart TV!
			
(Must be present to win)

Election of Trustees If you are going to attend the Annual Meeting please plan to cast your vote

in person at the meeting. However, if you are not able to attend the annual meeting, you will have the
opportunity to vote by a mail-in absentee ballot which will be included in the Notice of Annual Membership
Meeting mailer sent to all members.

Will capital credit checks be dispersed at the Annual Meeting this year?
Yes, the Board has approved a general retirement of capital credits.

I am unable to attend the Annual Meeting. Can someone else pick up my check?

We make every effort to protect your privacy. Capital credit checks will only be given to the actual member(s)
named on the account. All remaining capital credits are mailed to members following the annual meeting.

Will the 3 Rivers business office be open during the Annual Meeting?

To give our members the opportunity to get to know our friendly staff in person at the meeting we will close
our Fairfield office from 11:00 AM until 3:00 PM but we will still be available for phone calls. Conrad, Shelby
and Big Sky offices and Browning Radio Shack will be open during our regular business hours.
If you are unable to attend the meeting you can watch it online at 3rivers.net. ■

Grants Are Available!

3rivers.net/grants and sponsorships

Spring brings new growth and new opportunities to support your community with grant funds from
3 Rivers. This month we are highlighting two grant programs which offer possibilities for funding of
economic development ideas, and bringing new educational experiences for schools and students.

Economic Development Training

Youth Technology

The Economic Development Training Grant
program will award up to $500 to an organization
to assist with costs associated for training and
education.

The Youth Technology Grant program will award
up to $10,000 to an organization whose primary
focus is youth living within our serving area.

Grants available through this program will help
facilitate economic development, providing
access to new ideas and creative approaches
to promote community growth, specifically by
funding attendance at relevant conferences and
bringing in speakers.
These grants support our commitment to helping
our rural communities not only survive but
thrive by encouraging economic development
and advancing prosperity. Training Grants are
available throughout the year on a first come, first
serve basis (up to $5000 awarded by 3 Rivers
per year).

Grants available through this program will
enhance access to, or increase knowledge and
use of, technology among youth in the community.
These grants support our commitment to our
members by encouraging educational experiences
for our youth and expanding their understanding
and use of new technologies. Deadline for the
Youth Technology Grant is March 31, 2020.

3 Rivers occasionally gets contacted by customers about phone calls they
receive that they feel may be scams. Here are some reminders to help
you avoid becoming a victim.
First and foremost warning: Never assume the caller ID is correct for
any call you receive. Scammers can easily spoof their caller ID (create a
number different than the one they’re calling from) to make it look like a
local number you may recognize.
Scammers may try to persuade you to make a payment by providing a credit card number or bank account
number. Typically, these payment methods are different from your normal payment method. Or they may
try to get you to give up a piece of information: password, PIN, date of birth, social security number or
account number that they can use to impersonate you to access your accounts online or via other methods.
To get you to surrender your personal information, phone scammers may try to provide a sense of urgency,
saying that you will lose your service if you don’t act now, or what they are offering is for a limited time.
They may offer something of value in return for your personal information. Sometimes they impersonate
government agencies, such as saying they are from the IRS and claiming your taxes are past due, or
you are violating the law.
If you receive a suspicious call do not give out any information. Do not make any payments or give out
any of your banking information. If you were left a voice message, don’t return the call − you’ll just be
confirming that your phone number is active and they will try again.
If you have doubts, contact the company the caller claims they’re from directly through a number you
trust. Do not use any number or contact information given to you by the caller.
Visit the “For Consumers” page on the Federal Communications Commission website (fcc.gov) for more
tips on how to recognize scams and avoid becoming a victim. 

If you are interested in applying
for these grants and others
visit 3rivers.net/community or
contact Susan at 467-4133 or
susanw@3rivers.coop.

Fiber Corner

Avoid Being a Victim of a Phone Scam

FREE Technology Classes
April 4, 2020

3rivers.net/fiber-to-the-home

Cutovers to the new fiber optics in Choteau are underway, and we’re continuing
cutovers in areas in Ennis, Twin Bridges and parts of Big Sky. Construction to replace
the current copper plant with fiber optics is tentatively scheduled to start this spring in
the Belt exchange. A town meeting will be held in Belt on March 24. See back page
for details. Construction is also tentatively planned in 2020 for additional projects in
Big Sky and Ennis.
You’ll see 3 Rivers staff and contractors on the job and beginning construction activity
later in the spring. 
Check this space each issue for more information and updates on 3 Rivers FTTH projects.
You can also check out our FAQ in the Fiber-to-the-Home section on 3rivers.net.

Community and Senior
Citizens Center
Conrad , MT

April 25, 2020
Harrison School
Harrison , MT

May 9, 2020

Fairfield School
Fairfield, MT

9:00am to Noon ● Windows 10 and Basic Internet
Learn how to get around and do common tasks in Windows 10. We will explore how to customize your
computer, use email, and discuss simple troubleshooting tips. Build your confidence to safely navigate
the web.
Noon- 1:00pm ● Lunch on your own
1:00pm to 3:00pm ● Open Forum: Your Electronics and You
Bring your computers, smart phones, or tablets and all your questions about them. We can help you find
photos, synchronize contact lists, save documents, and more! Whatever you need to know this class will
help you get the most out of your devices.
To sign up: Call or email Susan at 3 Rivers 467-4133 • susanw@3rivers.coop
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