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Currents

eCurrents—It’s Like Currents, But It’s Not!
Service Information
Telephone, VIDEO, Internet
and Long Distance

Now You Can Watch TV
Everywhere!
3RTV Cable and Digital TV customers now have a great
new FREE service available—Watch TV Everywhere!
This new service allows you to watch some of your
favorite TV shows on any device—tablet, smartphone or
PC—FREE with your paid 3RTV subscription! If a network
is part of the 3RTV package to which you subscribe,
you may view that network’s TV Everywhere content via
the Internet, as long as that network has online content
available and 3 Rivers has an agreement with the network
to provide access.
Visit 3rivers.net/TV for information on how it works and to
get started (you’ll need the account number that appears
on your bill for the initial registration process). We have a
limited number of networks available right now but we’re
adding more all the time so after you get set up, make
sure you check back frequently! 

Wishing you a Happy New Year
from
3 Rivers Communications!

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

Website: www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net

3 Rivers has an e-newsletter that is sent direct to customers’ email inboxes once a month—and it’s
not just 3 Rivers Communications news. 3 Rivers’ eCurrents is packed with security tips, links to
cool websites and time-saving technology tips, like this one:

How To Save Interesting Items On Facebook
Tired of scrolling through a friend’s Facebook news feed to find the link to that cool story you didn’t
have time to read when it was originally posted? Thanks to a new feature in Facebook, you can save
interesting items to check out later.
To save something you see on Facebook:

facebook.com/3RComm

Board of trustees

When you save things on Facebook, they’ll appear in your Saved
Items that only you can see.

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• Howard Goltz, Ennis/Harrison, 682.3085
• Blair Patton, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/ Valier,
590.7693
• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743
• Kyle Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288
• Kelly McInerney, Fairfield/Augusta
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan
Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

To view the things you’ve saved:

In this Issue
Gadgets vs Cold
Scholarship Info
QVC Winners
Do-Not-Call Registration

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue:
Don Serido, Callie Moss, Susan Wilson.

Watch TV Everywhere

1. Go to Facebook.com/saved or click Saved in the left column of
your homepage after you’ve saved something.
2. Click a saved category at the top or click a saved item to view it.
We’ll be sharing a tip from eCurrents each month, but if this is the
kind of info you’d like to see more of and you don’t subscribe to
eCurrents, send an email from the account to which you would like
to have it sent to 3rt@3rivers.net. We’ll add you to the list (and, of
course, you can opt out at any time). 

How Much Internet Are You Really Using?
Like many people, you may be subscribing to the same Internet service level
from 3 Rivers that you were several years ago. Have you been experiencing
some frustration lately with what you perceive as the performance of your
Internet connection? Before you reach for the phone to call 3 Rivers to see if
there are network issues, you should consider that the way you use the Internet
has probably changed, while your Internet speed has not. Think about what you
(and others in your household — especially if you have teenaged kids!) are doing
online on a daily basis, and use the guideline below to see if an upgrade to your
Internet service level might be the solution to keeping everyone happy.
•
•
•

Gaming—6 Mbps for each gaming console, such as an Xbox or PlayStation, in use
Video Streaming—6 Mbps for each person watching Netflix or using Skype, for example
Smartphones/Tablets—2-4 Mbps for each user

If someone is gaming, someone is streaming video and someone is surfing the web on their smartphone
ALL AT THE SAME TIME (not uncommon in many households!) you could be looking at the need for 16
Mbps Internet or more! Now you can give 3 Rivers a call — to see what options and special deals are
available! ■

QVC Winners
Congratulations to the winners of our $50 QVC
gift card drawings!
John & Jane from Ennis
John & Diana from Sun River
Dan & Pam from Shelby
Damon from Carter

Upcoming Events
Do you have an event you would like to include in
the 3 Rivers Upcoming Events column?
Contact Callie Moss at extension 4113 or email
to calliem@3rivers.coop. The event must be a
community sponsored event and be open to all
community members. Space permitting, we will
run the name of your event, the date, time and
location in this newsletter and the information will
be included in our online calendar on 3rivers.net.
Details for events on
3rivers.net online calendar

March 16 • 3 Rivers Annual Meeting
Community Hall • Fairfield, MT

Fiber Corner
Over 90% of 3 Rivers’ Pendroy customers are cut over to Fiber and we have
started cutting over customers in our Dupuyer exchange.
Construction is almost complete in our Fort Shaw exchange and we will begin
getting customers hooked up to fiber early in 2015.
We’re still on schedule for construction on the next Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP)
projects to get underway in Harrison and Highwood in the spring of 2015.
Check this space each issue for more information and updates on 3 Rivers FTTP
projects. You can also check out our FAQ in the Fiber-to-the-Premises section on
3rivers.net. 

How Cold Is Too Cold
For Gadgets?
Question: I sometimes want to leave my laptop or
tablet in the car. Is it safe to do that when it's very
cold outside?
Answer: No, it isn't safe to leave devices outside in
very cold weather. That's because when a device
is exposed to cold temperatures for too long, its
battery will die and its LCD screen will likely start
having issues. Also, if you leave it in the cold and
then bring it into a warm room quickly, you can cause
condensation to build up inside the device, which has
the potential for more long-term damage.
Generally speaking, bring your device inside when
temperatures are below freezing. For more detailed
recommendations, check your device's manual
for the manufacturer's recommended temperature
ranges for both operating situations (when it's
turned on) and non-operating situations (when it's
turned off). If you can't find the manual, look for it at
manualsonline.com. ■

Scholarship Info
Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) Scholarship
– $2,500 – Any high school senior that receives
local telecommunications service from 3 Rivers
Communications is eligible to apply. The applicant
must be accepted by an accredited two- or fouryear college, university or vocational-technical
school, have at least a “C” grade point average and
express an interest to return to a rural community
following graduation. For application instructions
or other information, visit www.frs.org. Applications
are available from your school counselor, from the
FRS website previously mentioned, or by contacting
Lisa at (406) 467-4132 or lisa.brady@3rivers.coop.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please send the
completed application postmarked no
later than Friday, February 20, 2015 to:
3 Rivers Communications, ATTN: Lisa, P.O. Box
429, Fairfield, MT 59436. Completed applications
must by signed by Lisa Brady, 3 Rivers’ Scholarship
Coordinator. 3 Rivers will then mail the application
to FRS prior their deadline. 

The Federal Communications Commission has amended its rules to require telemarketers to honor
registrations with the National Do-Not-Call Registry indefinitely. The previous rules provided that
registrations would expire after five years.
This rule change serves to minimize the inconvenience to consumers of having to reregister their
phone numbers every five years and furthers the underlying goal of the Registry to protect consumer
privacy rights. You can register your phone number for free, and you may remove your number from
the list at any time.
Please note, however, that the Do-Not-Call registry does not prevent all unwanted calls. It does not
cover the following:
• calls from organizations with which you have established a business relationship;
• calls for which you have given prior written permission;
• calls which are not commercial or do not include unsolicited advertisements;
• calls by or on behalf of tax-exempt non-profit organizations.
Subscribers may register their residential telephone number, including wireless numbers, on the
national Do-Not-Call registry by telephone or by Internet at no cost. Consumers can register on-line
for the national do-not-call registry by going to www.donotcall.gov.
To register by telephone, consumers may call 1-888-382-1222: for TTY call 1-866-290-4236. You
must call from the phone number you wish to register. ■
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