Trade
in your
phone bills
for dollar
bills!

Sign up for 3 Rivers online billing
service and we’ll give you:
• $5 off your telephone/Internet bill for 3 months when you sign up
for e-Bill.
• An additional $5 off per month for 3 months if you go entirely
paperless (no mailed monthly statement).
• $5 off your next three bills for current e-Bill users who
choose not to receive a mailed monthly statement.

Why e-Bill?

• It’s FREE!
• A protected, secure site to review and pay your telephone and
Internet bills (if you choose).
• 100% controlled by you from sign-up to password choice to where
you want to have email notification sent.
• Option to pay on-line using Visa, MasterCard, American Express or
on-line check.
• View your unbilled long distance online—no surprises at the end of
the month.
• View digital versions of information that is mailed out to paper customers
on 3rivers.net.
• Print a copy of your bill from the e-Bill site for your records.
Check out the “Pay Your Bill Online” link on 3rivers.net or call us at

3 RIVERS INFORMATION

NEW EMPLOYEES

Service Information
3 Rivers Communications Divisions
3 Rivers Telephone, Internet and Long Distance
Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Browning: 406.338.2535 Conrad: 406.271.2535
Great Falls: 406.216.2535 Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436
3 Rivers DBS - Satellite TV/Internet Services
406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
P.O. Box 159, Fairfield, MT 59436-0159
Website:www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net
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Network Department
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HR Department

Board of Trustees

• Steve Krogue, General Manager, 467.2535
• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/
Valier, 466.2443

• Keith Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls , 734.5371
• Kerry Schaefer, Brady/Conrad/Power
•
•
•

East Conrad/Valier/Shelby, 463.2370
Michael Johnson, Fairfield/Augusta/Ft. Shaw/
Helena, 467.2350
Mary Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
Loren Tucker, Melrose/Sheridan/Twin Bridges
Lima/Virgina City, 843.5566

INSIDE
• Mobile phones & VoIP use 3 Rivers' LInes too!
• Trade Phone Bill for Dollar Bills
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How Can You Get from
Here to There?

September - October 2008

		 e’re offering our local schools a taste of the past and a look at the future.

		 Explore the route that Lewis and Clark traveled or adventure to First Peoples Buffalo
		 Jump and investigate one of the United States' largest prehistoric buffalo sites,
travel to Bozeman for the Museum of the Rockies planetarium and voyage further
than our galaxy or visit Charlie’s world at the C.M. Russell Museum and discover life
at the turn of the 20th century in Montana.
Lewis and Clark
Since 2005 we have been supporting our local schools with
Interpretive Center
transportation grants to attend the CM Russell Museum and
Great Falls
"The Lewis and Clark National recently we added the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center and
the Region 4 State Parks. This year we’re excited
Historic Trail
Interpretive
to be able to offer this great opportunity to visit
C e n t e r
the Museum of the Rockies, too!
imparts to
3 Rivers is partnering with these four
the public
a personal
organizations to provide transportation
sense
of
reimbursement to each school in our serving
President
area to attend one of these great places during
Thomas
Jefferson's
the 2008-2009 school year. Last year we
vision
of
were able to assist over 20 school groups in
expanding America to the west;
it inspires awe and awakens discovering the wonders of Montana in their own backyard.
For more information on the School Transportation grant
curiosity toward the challenges
faced by the expedition as program contact Susan Wilson at 467-4133 or email susan.
they portaged the great falls
wilson@3rivers.coop. 
of the Missouri River and
explored the 'unknown'; brings
to life the daily experiences of
the expedition and the
environment and native
peoples of the 'uncharted
West'; and celebrates
the indomitable spirit of
human discovery we all
share."

Fish Wildlife and Parks Region 4

•Ackley Lake
•First Peoples Buffalo Jump
•Giant Springs/Heritage
–with Sulphur Springs addition

•Sluice Boxes
•Tower Rock

Museum of the
Rockies Bozeman

“Montana and the
Northern Rockies
are changing by
the minute. The
Museum of the
Rockies believes
that we need to
safeguard
the
objects
from
our past that tell
the stories of this remarkable place,
those that remind us who we are and
where we came from. We believe in
challenging visitors to understand how
objects that carry messages from our
past can change the way we see the
present, and the future.”

C.M Russell
Museum
Great Falls

“Welcome to the
C.M.
Russell
Museum: a place
where the old
West is still alive.
Artist Charles M.
Russell captured
the landscapes,
the spirit, and
the culture of the
West during the
late 1800s and
early 1900s. His
artwork is part entertainment, part history
lesson. We encourage you to explore
and discover for yourself the life and
times of C.M. Russell, and the legacy of
art he left behind.”

3 Rivers Charity Golf Scramble

72

1st Flight 1st Place:
Donny Ferrin, Rick Ferrin,
Scott Lind, Jason Petrillo

2nd Flight 1st Place:
Craig Ostman, Don Fisher, Jim Bjelland

		 people made a difference on a
		 sunny day in late July when they
		 were able to raise $4000 for two
Conrad organizations: Caring for Kids and the
Community Cancer Foundation. In addition
to the players there were 29 sponsors for the
3 Rivers Communications 8th Annual Charity
Golf Scramble at the Marias Valley Golf
Course. We’d like to thank the local sponsors:
First Interstate Bank, US Bank, Teton Medical
Center, Sun River Electric, Northwest Farm
Credit Services, Mountain View Co-op, Van
Motors, the Conrad Building Center, and the
local school superintendent’s team. With
this wonderful community support the day
was a success!
“This is absolutely the greatest thing
in the world”, exclaimed Terry Syvertson
when we told her that 3 Rivers had raised
$2000 for Caring for Kids from our 2008
Charity Golf Tournament. During the
past 10 years Terry has been offering local
families the opportunity to spend the hottest
part of their summer at the Conrad Pool
by giving them a free family pool pass.
This year Caring for Kids was able to
provide a wet and wild summer fun time to
approximately 70-80 families, the most she
has helped in one year. Terry commented that
she started Caring for Kids because of her
family’s love of swimming and in memory of
her son that was killed in a vehicle accident.
In the past she has solicited area businesses
for funds and has made and raffled off a quilt
in order to bring joy to these kids. If you are

interested in supporting Caring for Kids or
would like to request a pool pass for your
local family please contact Terry at 271-4020
(work) or 278-3390 (home).
The second organization that will benefit
from the 3 Rivers Charity Golf Scramble this
year is the Community Cancer Foundation.
They will also receive $2000 to assist in their
efforts helping families that are struggling
with cancer. Barbie Killion explained that
the Community Cancer Foundation is a
resource for Conrad area families who have
a loved one dealing with cancer and that
the foundation can help with medical bills,
rent, groceries, daycare, fuel or other living
expenses. She went on to say that sometimes
the needs are small and all anyone needs
is help with the power bill or a tank of gas.
This is a new group that came together
at the local level where several people saw a
need and started talking and then planning.
They had their first fundraiser in October of
2007 and have been helping area families
since. She encourages those facing cancer
or their families to reapply as the need
arises. Barbie said that all requests are
kept confidential. For more information or
questions regarding CCF, you may contact
Barbie Killion at 271-7791 or 271-2500.
Applications for assistance are available at
MOTIVATIONS Fitness & Beyond, 7 Sixth
Avenue SW, Conrad or North Central Area
Agency on Aging, 600 S Main St, Conrad or by
writing to the Community Cancer Foundation
at PO Box 743 Conrad MT 59425. 

3rd Flight 1st Place
Lakota Warden, Glenna Upham,
Rachel Redhorn, Maurice Redhorn

Do you have feedback
on the newsletter?
Email us at newsletter.
feedback@3rivers.coop

Visit www.3rivers.net for up to date pricing and
information on all 3 Rivers services.

Mobile and VoIP
Products use
3 Rivers' Lines Too!

D

id you know that if you live in a 3 Rivers
exchange, whether you use a mobile phone,
the Internet or a 3 Rivers landline to make
or receive a telephone call, virtually ALL calls
ultimately arrive at their destination via facilities
and equipment owned, operated and maintained by
3 Rivers Communications?
Making phone calls over the Internet via
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) is perhaps the
clearest example of this. You may have heard of this
new service, currently provided by several national
companies, and locally by Bresnan Cable. Without
getting deeply into the technology, VoIP allows you
to place phone calls from personal computer to
personal computer, PC to phone (with adapter) or
phone to phone (with adapters) using an Ethernet
connection. Obviously, if you are going to make a
phone call over the Internet you need a reliable and
stable Internet connection, which 3 Rivers provides
via DSL technology over landline connections in
all of its’ exchanges. In addition, most calls will
at some point be switched from the Internet to the
public switched telephone network, which 3 Rivers
maintains in all of its exchanges.

The way mobile phone providers use 3 Rivers
facilities is also a relatively simple concept to grasp.
Mobile phones do not directly communicate with
each other, although that may be how it appears.
Most current mobile phones connect to a cellular
network of base stations (cell sites or towers),
which are in turn connected to the public switched
telephone network, again, maintained by 3 Rivers in
all its serving areas. When you make a mobile call, a
signal is sent to a tower, which is then switched to the
public network, and is either connected to a landline
phone or to a cell tower which sends a signal to the
cell phone you are calling. You may be surprised to
learn that some of 3 Rivers’ largest customers are
wireless providers-- we also provide high speed private
circuits that connect their towers to each other, which
is part of their basic infrastructure.
So you shouldn’t think of 3 Rivers simply as
the traditional phone company, connecting people
via copper wires to touch-tone telephones. We also
provide the broadband and “big data pipes” that are
needed and used, in one way or another, by practically
all of the communication providers that reach people
in the areas we serve. 

Customer Appreciation Day in Pony, MT

Telemarketers to
Honor Do-Not-Call
List Registrations
Indefinitely

T

he Federal Communications Commission
has amended its rules to require telemarketers
to honor registrations with the National
Do-Not-Call Registry indefinitely. The previous rules
provided that registrations would expire after five
years.
This rule change serves to minimize the
inconvenience to consumers of having to reregister
their phone numbers every five years and furthers the
underlying goal of the Registry to protect consumer
privacy rights. You can register your phone number
for free, and you may remove your number from the
list at any time.
Please note, however, that the Do-Not-Call
registry does not prevent all unwanted calls. It does
not cover the following:
• calls from organizations with which you have
established a business relationship;
• calls for which you have given prior written
permission;
• calls which are not commercial or do not
include unsolicited advertisements;
• calls by or on behalf of tax-exempt non-profit
organizations.
Subscribers may register their residential
telephone number, including wireless numbers, on
the national Do-Not-Call registry by telephone or
by Internet at no cost. Consumers can register online for the national do-not-call registry by going
to www.donotcall.gov. To register by telephone,
consumers may call 1-888-382-1222: for TTY call
1-866-290-4236. You must call from the phone
number you wish to register. 

Currents Contributors
Acknowledgment
We’d like to acknowledge and thank the
following individuals who contributed to
Currents this issue:
Callie Moss
Susan Wilson
Don Serido

