3 Rivers Annual Meeting • Monday, March 18, 2013
What: General membership meeting of 3 Rivers Communications
Where: Fairfield Community Hall, Fairfield MT
When: Doors open and registration begins at 10:30 AM
		Buffet lunch served from 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
		Business meeting at 1:00 PM
		Election of Trustees
		Audit report
		General Manager’s report
		Questions from the floor
		New business
		Drawing for door prizes—Must be present to win

Currents
3 R i v e r s C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • M a rc h - A p r i l 2 0 1 3

Chamber SpotLight

FAQ:

Will capital credit checks be dispersed at the Annual Meeting this year?
Yes, the Board has approved a general retirement of capital credits.

In 2013, 3 Rivers will be highlighting our local chambers of commerce. Each issue of Currents will showcase a
different Chamber and the services and opportunities they offer to their communities.

I am unable to attend the Annual Meeting. Can someone else pick up my check?

We make every effort to protect your privacy. Capital credit checks will only be given to the actual member(s)
named on the telephone account.

Can I designate someone else to vote on my behalf?

Choteau…The Montana Experience
“Of all the memorable views, the best have been framed by Montana windows.”
The View from My Window—William Hjortsberg

•Businesses and organizations that have service with 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc. will receive a
Voting Authorization” form in the mail.
•A vote can only be cast if the “Voting Authorization” form is signed and returned to our office by March 7, 2013.
•The representative that you designate on this form is the only person that can cast a vote on your behalf.

Located in the heart of the Rocky Mountain Front at the junction of US Highways 287 and 89, the City of Choteau
boasts some of the best scenery, year round recreation, and community activities that the State of Montana has
to offer. With more than 100 members, the Choteau Chamber of Commerce proudly serves citizens, local businesses, and the thousands of tourists that visit Choteau annually.

Will the 3 Rivers business office be open during the Annual Meeting?

Aside from fantastic recreational opportunities, such as boating, fishing, hiking and camping during the summer,
Choteau is also the home to Teton Pass Ski Resort, ice fishing, snow shoeing, and more for outdoor winter enjoyment. Choteau is recognized worldwide for its historical significance, featuring fascinating dinosaur discoveries
and a journey through time via The Old North Trail. For those who are a little less adventurous, Choteau provides
a beautiful golf course, enticing restaurants, clean lodging and wide variety of shops for all ages and interests.
Highlighting Choteau’s historical significance…The Choteau Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that
2013 marks the year of Choteau’s Centennial … Yes, Choteau, Montana is turning 100! Not only will the Chamber
of Commerce be working in conjunction with other community organizations to maintain the best Fourth of July
Celebration in Montana, but Choteau and friends will be celebrating our Centennial with a variety of activities all
summer long…

To give our members the opportunity to get to know our friendly staff we will close our Fairfield office from 11:00
AM until 3:00 PM but we will still be available for phone calls. Conrad, Shelby and Big Sky offices and Browning
Radio Shack will be open during our regular business hours.
If you are unable to attend the meeting you can watch it on the Internet at www.3rivers.net. 

Board of trustees

Service Information

Telephone, VIDEO, Internet
and Long Distance

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

Website: www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net

facebook.com/3RComm

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue: Don Serido, Callie Norheim, Susan Wilson.

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William R. Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Blair Patton, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/ Valier,
590.7693
• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743
• Kyle Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288
• Kelly Mc Inerney, Fairfield/Augusta
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan
Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

For more information, please stop by the Choteau Chamber of
Commerce Visitor Center located at 815 Main Avenue North in
Choteau, opened from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., call at 406-4665316, or find us on the web at choteaumontana.us !
Come and experience all Choteau, Montana has to offer, and create your own memorable views from our Montana window! 

60
Years
1953-2013

3 Rivers 60th Anniversary

Upcoming Events

2013 marks the 60th anniversary of the founding of the 3 Rivers Telephone
Cooperative. The cooperative ─ named for the Sun, Dearborn and Teton
Rivers ─ was established in 1953 with an investment of $40,000 and the
purchase in 1954 of Fairfield, Augusta and Simms telephone exchanges,
with less than 1,000 telephone users. Anyone who wanted telephone service needed to pay $50 and complete a membership application. By 1960,
3 Rivers had five office and five plant employees and more than 2,200 subscribers.

Throughout the 60’s many exchanges were upgraded to four-party service from existing eight-party,
open wire service. The 70’s saw further improvements as Pendroy, Dupuyer, Power and Augusta were
updated to one-party service by 1975. In early 1976 the Geyser and Raynesford exchanges were updated. Carter followed later that year and Fairfield in 1979.
A new 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative headquarters in Fairfield was built in 1977. There were now
8 office and 12 plant employees and over 4,300 access lines.
The Big Sky, Browning, Ennis and Harrison exchanges were purchased in 1980. By 1982, all four exchanges were upgraded to one-party service.
In 1994, 3 Rivers purchased Belt, Brady, Choteau, Highwood, Lima, Melrose, Neihart, Sheridan, Twin
Bridges, Valier and Virginia City exchanges. The cooperative laid the groundwork for expansion outside
the traditional landline telephone business by creating Wireless, Satellite and Fiber Optics subsidiaries.
3 Rivers began selling DirecTV in 1995. This was a huge success and 3 Rivers would ultimately go on to
sell to and serve 18,000 DirecTV customers. The agreement to sell DirecTV ended in 2011.
1995 saw another major milestone when 3 Rivers’ Internet service was launched —just 13 years after
converting the last of its customers to one-party telephone service!
In 1997, 3 Rivers entered the cellular phone business with 3 Rivers Wireless. The next year 3 Rivers’
own Long Distance service was launched, providing an alternative to the big national players.
In 2000 a new two-story administration building was constructed in
Fairfield adjacent to the existing headquarters building.
3 Rivers entered the world of competitive telephony when it built
its own network in Conrad and Shelby in 2001-2002, providing
telephone and Internet in those markets and competing with
Qwest (now CenturyLink). Within a few years, 3 Rivers gained
more than 60% of the landline telephones in both Conrad and
Shelby.
					

(continued on next page)

Details for events on
3rivers.net online calendar

By 2004, 3 Rivers had over 240 employees
and more than 20,000 landline telephone customers with thousands more cell phone customers served by 3 Rivers Wireless (which
was sold in 2005). More than 8,000 people
had 3 Rivers Internet, and more than 17,000
customers used 3 Rivers long distance. 		
		
In 2006, 3 Rivers began an aggressive plan
to install Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP) in
as many exchanges as possible in the coming years to greatly increase the capability of
broadband services provided. Fairfield, Twin
Bridges, Sheridan and Ennis were the first
FTTP projects completed, between 2008 and
2010.
3 Rivers re-entered the TV business when it
purchased cable TV systems in Shelby, Conrad, Choteau and Fairfield in 2009, and could
now provide customers with the Triple Play—
phone, Internet and TV all on one bill.
3 Rivers launched its own television service,
3RTV Digital Video, in 2010 in Fairfield, and
began offering it in East Conrad, Carter, Twin
Bridges, Sheridan, Ennis, Power, Augusta,
Stockett and parts of Big Sky by 2012.
3 Rivers now has more than 170 employees,
over 18,000 access lines, over 9,000 High
Speed Internet customers, and 1,500 TV customers ─ and a whole lot of gratitude to our
cooperative members, old and new, who have
supported our mission and growth throughout
the past 60 years! 

Do you have an event you would like to include in the
3 Rivers Upcoming Events column? Contact
Callie Norheim at extension 4113 or email to
callien@3rivers.coop. The event must be a
community sponsored event and be open to all
community members. Space permitting we will run
the name of your event, the date, time and location
in this newsletter and the information will be included
in our online calendar on 3rivers.net. 
March 18
3 Rivers Communications
Annual Meeting
Fairfield, MT

Fiber Corner
As we wrap up in Power, Augusta and Stockett,
construction is scheduled to get underway on 3 Rivers’ Geyser and Raynesford Fiber-to-the-Premises
(FTTP) projects this spring. Watch your mail for information on an upcoming Town Hall-style meeting with
3 Rivers representatives on what to expect and when.
3 Rivers has begun the process of preparing for
construction of the FTTP projects in the Dupuyer,
Pendroy and Fort Show exchanges. 3 Rivers customers are being contacted during the next several
months regarding construction routes, rights of way
easements, environmental issues, and service line
placement to the premises. 3 Rivers’ consultant, MidStates Engineering, will be working along with 3 Rivers employees on this project. Tentative plans call for
construction to begin in Dupuyer and Pendroy in the
spring of 2014 and the spring of 2015 in Fort Shaw.
.
Check this space each issue for more information and
updates on 3 Rivers FTTP projects. You can also check
out our FAQ in the Fiber-to-the-Premises section on
3rivers.net. 
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