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Sign up for 3 Rivers Unlimited High Speed Internet by October 15th
to be entered into a drawing for a new tablet computer!

3 Rivers Communications
September - October 2011

Currents
Charity golf tournament
3 Rivers Communications held its annual Charity Golf Tournament on July 22 in Ennis at the Madison
Meadows Golf Course. This was the 11th year in a row that 3 Rivers has held a charity scramble.
Each year a local charity or cause is selected to receive all funds raised through sponsor and team
entry fees. 3 Rivers absorbs the cost of the tournament itself. This year, 3 Rivers will present a
check for over $2,000 to the Madison Valley Aquatic Center. 

Why “Unlimited”? 3 Rivers High Speed Internet does

not put limits on your monthly usage like cell phone data
plans or some other wireless providers—Make sure you
read the fine print before you commit to a less expensive service that will not provide you with the bandwidth
you need to do what you want! Downloading movies or
streaming TV shows takes a lot of bandwidth—you might
reach your monthly limit quickly if you’re not online with
3 Rivers High Speed Internet!

Call 467-2535 or 800-796-4567 or visit 3rivers.net for more details.
Offer available to new High Speed Internet customers only. Not available in all areas. Call for qualification. One year commitment required to receive
special offer. Early cancellation fee applies. After 12 months, regular price of $49.95 per month applies. No activation fee for self-installation.

Board of trustees

Service Information

Telephone, VIDEO, Internet
and Long Distance

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

Website: www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William R. Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy
Dupuyer/ Valier, 466.2443

• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743

• Kyle Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288

• Kelly Mc Inerney, Fairfield/Augusta
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240

facebook/3rcomm

• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220

• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan

Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue: Callie Norheim, Susan Wilson, Don Serido.

Flight 1 - First Place
Dave Schultz, Steve Digiovani
Ralph Hamler, Mike Berry

Flight 2 - First Place
Don Schaufler, Kelsey Schaufler, Mike Henning

We give a big THANK YOU to our sponsors who helped us raise money
for the Madison Valley Aquatic Center:
Sun River Electric, Action Battery Wholesalers, Cinnamon Mueller LLC, Payne Financial, Thermo Bond, Vision
Net, NISC, Allegra, Global FiberVision, Mid States Consultants, Allegiance, NRTC, Vantage Point, Madison Valley
Womens Club, Fan Mountain Inn, Pic-a-Nic Basket, Dascom Systems Group, White & White Veterinary Hospital,
Thompson Management, Lake Shore Lodge, Wickiup Builders

october is co-op month

You probably know you receive a check from 3 Rivers in March, usually at our annual meeting or through the
mail that month. But do you know why you receive that money? 3 Rivers was formed in 1953 as a cooperative
business that remains strong and viable today. Simply put, the money you receive is the return on your investment
in your cooperative and is called your capital credits.

2011 Summer Events

October is National Co-op Month and we would like to share a few things about cooperatives.
A cooperative is a member-owned and member-controlled business that operates for the mutual benefit of all
members. The cooperative form of business is one that brings the owners, controllers, and users of a business
together into one group.

Facts:

	
  

• There are more than 29,000 co-ops in the United States with Americans holding 350 million co-op memberships.
• U.S. co-ops provide over 850,000 jobs and create more than $74 billion in annual wages with revenue of
nearly $500 billion.
• Over 8,300 credit unions provide financial services to nearly 100 million members.
• More than 900 rural electric co-ops deliver electricity to more than 42 million people in 47 states. This makes
up 42% of the nation’s electric distribution lines and covers 75% of our country’s land mass.
• About 1.2 million rural Americans in 31 states are served by the 260 telephone cooperatives.
Co-ops come in all shapes and sizes from local small businesses to Fortune 500 companies, but they share
the same seven basic principles:
• voluntary and open membership,
• democratic organization with “one member-one vote”,
• participation from the members in the economic health of the co-op,
• provide training and education to members,
• collaborate with other co-operatives,
• an independent business structure controlled by the members,
• support of the community.
3 Rivers is proud to be your cooperative and we invite you to stop by any of our offices, call or email and let us
know how we can better serve you.
•
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•
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202 5th Street South
600 Main, Pondera Village Shopping Center
424 Main Street, Suite 1
120 E. Central Ave
12 Skywood Road

Whats Happening on TV at 3 Rivers?
3 Rivers has a new e-newsletter available, 3RTV News, that includes the
TV the 3 Rivers way.
latest information on our video services plus a variety of television news,
videos, behind the scenes info on your favorite shows and more! If you’re
interested in receiving this, please send an email to 3rt@3rivers.net with the words “TV e-newsletter” in
the subject line and we’ll put you on the list! You can always opt out at a later date if you so choose. 

Rural Broadband:
Essential to Prosperity. Vital to America
High-speed broadband Internet access has become today’s essential
service, but new government rules being proposed by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) could impact your access to broadband
Internet service. You can help by lending your voice to the debate.
At the onset of rural telephone service back in the 1950s, the federal
government created a universal service policy to ensure that all Americans—
including those in rural areas—have access to affordable communications
services. The government decided these were essential services that required
financial support to build and maintain. As a result, it created the Universal
Service Fund (USF).
Like many rural companies, 3 Rivers Communications has been the
recipient of USF and invested millions of dollars over the years to build
advanced networks to meet the needs of customers. We’ve done this with
the understanding that the government would continue to support our efforts
through USF. Without receiving support from the federal government, it would
be impossible for us to maintain our existing infrastructure as well as expand
our capabilities to meet our customer needs in the future.
The FCC wants to do away with USF and other financing methods that
support rural, high-cost telephone and broadband services. It wants to create
something called the Connect America Fund. While this is a good idea to
help facilitate the transition to support for increased broadband services in
rural communities, FCC officials need to ensure that they don’t destroy the
funding that now delivers telecommunications services to the rural areas of
America.
As consumers, you can make a difference in this debate. Your contact with
policy-makers will ensure that the FCC makes the right changes to USF so
that rural communities remain connected to the global world and may reap
the rewards of an accessible, affordable and sustainable broadband network.
To support this effort, send a letter to your members of congress and
the White House by visiting www.saveruralbroadband.org. 

MOBILIZING RURAL
COMMUNITIES
CONFERENCE
3 Rivers is proud to be a sponsor of the Mobilizing Rural Communities Conference this year.
We invite you to join with other
rural community organizations
and leaders from across the
Northern Plains at the Mobilizing
Rural Communities Conference
to build, share, and develop rural programs and partnership
that are integral to building sustainable rural communities.
Mobilizing Rural Communities is
the second conference hosted
by Rural Dynamics Incorporated
and will be held September 1415 in Great Falls, MT. MRC is
a unique opportunity in the rural Northern Plains with a high
caliber conference focused on
building strong, sustainable rural communities. For more information contact Elaine Szibik
at Rural Dynamic: elaines@
RuralDynamics.org
or visit
www.ruraldynamics.org

