November - December 2010

Renovation of Main Customer Service Office
Those of you who live in the Fairfield area may have
noticed some renovations going on in 3 Rivers’
older one-story building. These renovations have
become necessary to bring the office space safe
and up to date--it’s been 18 years since we’ve had
new carpet installed, and the duct tape we’re using
to hold the seams down just isn’t working anymore!

Upcoming
Events

We also want to provide our customers with the
capability to meet privately, when necessary, with
our customer sales and service representatives.
We’ll also be adding a showroom to display the
latest and greatest services 3 Rivers provides,
including demonstration areas for our digital video service and High Speed
Internet-enabled devices.

Lutefisk & Swedish
Meatball Dinner
Sunday, October 31st
1:00 - 3:00pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
38 First Ave SW
Choteau, MT
Adults -$12
Grades 1-6 - $6
Preschool - Free

So please forgive our mess and the inconvenience—the end result will be
a more useful, functional facility for our employees and customers! We’ll be
sure to share some before and after photos in our next newsletter and on our
Facebook page! 

Do you have an event
you would like to include
in the 3 Rivers Upcoming
Events column?
The event must be a
community sponsored
event and be open to all
community members.

2010-2011 South Directory

Space permitting we will
run the name of your
event, the date, time and
location in this newsletter
and the information will
be included in our online
calendar on 3rivers.net.

The new 3 Rivers Communications 2010-2011 South
Telephone Directory has been mailed to all of our
Southern subscribers and should be in your mailbox.
Big Sky residents can pick up their directories at
our Big Sky 3 Rivers office located at 12 Skywood
Rd. If you have not received a copy, please give
us a call.
3 Rivers makes every effort to insure our
customers will be in the white pages.
Occasionally we miss some people, so please
let us know if this happened to you. 

If you have an event
information please
contact: Callie at
extension 4113 or email to
calliem@3rivers.coop. 

Check out our
online directory
3riversfindit.comat

Service Information

Board of trustees

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William R. Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy

Telephone, Cable TV, Internet and Long Distance • Steven R. Krogue, General Manager, 467.2535

SATELLITE TV

406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
P.O. Box 159, Fairfield, MT 59436-0159
Website: www.3rivers.net
Facebook/3rcomm
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net

Dupuyer/ Valier, 466.2443

• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743

• Kerry Schaefer, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2370

• Michael Wm. Johnson, Fairfield/Augusta

Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.2350
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan
Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue: Callie Moss, Susan Wilson, Don Serido, Sandi Oveson.
Photo of Cheryl Sawyer from Conrad Independant Observer.

Currents
Giving Back to our members
through Community Enhancement Grants
Money may not solve everything but it sure helps to put a new roof on a
community hall or buy life saving equipment for the local ambulance service.
3 Rivers recently donated funds to three area organizations to help
them provide needed equipment and make improvements within their
communities.
Through the Community Enhancement Grant program the first grant
awarded this quarter was to the Teton County 4-H Club Sun River
Rough Riders. They received money to purchase air rifles, air pistols
and archery supplies to introduce a new 4-H course in shooting sports.
As 3 Rivers Board member Dr Brian McCollom said when presenting
this grant, “Shooting sports are an important part of our traditional rural
lifestyle. Teaching kids early on the importance of safe and responsible
firearm and archery use is very important. 3 Rivers is proud to support
our rural lifestyles, our area youth, and the youth leaders who make it all happen.”
The second grant was given to the Glacier Park Women’s Club to assist
in their renovation of the town community hall, used by 3 Rivers members
in East Glacier, Browning, Blackfoot, and Kiowa. Ursula Mattson, stated,
“As president of the Glacier Park Women’s Club and on behalf of our
members and our community, I would like to heartily thank 3 Rivers for
your generous grant. The funds will help us winterize our Community
Hall with new windows. We are a small community and a small club with
members who are dedicated to keeping our Community Hall and library
operating as a gathering place for our friends and neighbors. There are
many fond memories based in our building. Your grant will help insure
that more memories of special events will continue for years to come.
Thank you, 3 Rivers!”
The third grant went to Memorial Ambulance in Chouteau County. This organization provides emergency services to our
members in Carter, Knees, Shonkin and Highwood. “The grant money will be spent to buy a CPAP (continuous positive
airway pressure) system which in many cases will mean a quicker recovery or even a life saving intervention for our
patients,” said Debbie Gessaman, Assistant Emergency Coordinator for Chouteau County. “By having the capabilities
provided with CPAP the ambulance can more adequately treat individuals with breathing problems,” she explained.
3 Rivers Board member Logan Good was pleased to present the check
and noted, “I’m glad to be able to support these local volunteers and
provide this money to upgrade their equipment. It’s a great feeling to
know that I represent a company that cares for its members.”
3 Rivers has provided grants to over 52 groups in twenty-five communities
throughout Montana. We have assisted in building neighborhood
playgrounds, providing upgrades for handicap accessibility, making
improvements for community halls and purchasing emergency
equipment for volunteer fire departments. These grants are intended
to assist residents within the 3 Rivers serving area to make life
better for their communities. If you are interested in applying for a
Community Enhancement Grant you can download the application from
www.3rivers.net or contact Susan at 467-4133. 

The Stats on Distracted Driving

15 Years of Service Employees

“Distracted driving is any non-driving activity a person engages in that has the
potential to distract him or her from the primary task of driving and increase
the risk of crashing.”1
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“You’re driving down the road at 50 mph
You look down and reach for your coffee.
Only two seconds has passed.
In that time, your vehicle has just traveled a distance of 5 car lengths.
That’s when the unexpected happens and it’s too late.
Distracted driving contributes to eight out of ten crashes.”2
Facts about Distracted Driving:

Employees Making a Difference
What was 3 Rivers employee Terry Scott
thinking on that snowy day when she was
headed home from work and came upon an
accident? She may have been overwhelmed
by the scene of a car flipped upside down
in the ditch but that didn’t stop her from
hurrying to offer help to the trapped driver.
It just so happened that the person caught
in the damaged vehicle was her co-worker Bonnie Linder who was
hanging upside down from her seat belt and having trouble breathing.
As Terry was attending to Bonnie another 3 Rivers employee, Patty
Payton, was passing by and also stopped to offer assistance. These two
women were able to notify emergency personnel and comfort Bonnie
until the ambulance arrived. In recognition of their heroic efforts both Terry and Patty were recently honored
by the Montana Telecommunications Association with the organization’s Life Saving Award.

“Great opportunities
to help others seldom
come, but small ones
surround us daily.”
Judith Kelman

•Distracted
driving is
the number
one killer
of American
teens. Alcohol-related
accidents
among
teens have
dropped.
But teenage
traffic fatalities have
remained
unchanged,
because distracted
driving is on
the rise.*
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Cheryl Sawyer, Customer Sales and Service Representative in the 3 Rivers Conrad
office, was honored by the board of directors of the National Registry of Emergency
Medical Technicians for her dedication with 20 years of service as an Emergency
Medical Technician. She has taken refresher courses throughout the years to maintain
her status as a nationally registered EMT including continuing education courses to
increase her knowledge on new lifesaving techniques. Cheryl began volunteering her
time in 1983 as a First Responder and eventually gained enough expertise to move
on to become an EMT in 1989. She is one of the few to have advanced training in prehospital emergency care and proudly serves on the Pondera County ambulance crew.

“The broadest and
maybe the most
meaningful definition of volunteering:
Doing more than you
These employees and the organizations that they serve help make life better not only have to because you
for themselves but for their entire communities. Remember that you too can make a
want to, in a cause
difference for your neighbor, your town, your state, your country and your world.  you consider good.”
Ivan Scheier
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•Using a
cell phone
while driving,
whether it’s
hand-held or
hands-free,
delays a driver’s reactions
as much as
having a
blood alcohol
concentration at the
legal limit of
.08 percent.
(Source:
University of
Utah)3

At this time the state of Montana doesn’t have any laws regarding talking
on a cell phone or texting while driving but there is discussion underway
to pass legislation to combat these activities. There is also new technology on the horizon to prevent texting while a vehicle is moving. “Two
technology companies announced that they were partnering up to produce a “software solution” called CellSafety that would prevent people
from texting while behind the wheel. According to a press release,
CellSafety uses proprietary technology to electronically detect when a
car is moving at speeds above 10 mph and prohibits the driver’s ability to send or read text and email messages or utilize the phone Web
browser. There’s no doubt that the country is moving to prevent
texting while driving outright, as 30 states have officially passed
legislation that bans it.”4 

Many 3 Rivers employees volunteer in their local communities. They serve on the
volunteer fire department or with the emergency medical units, they sit on the school
board or coach Little League teams, they are Cub Scout and Girl Scout leaders, are
involved as 4-H or FFA advisors, are active in the Lions Club or the American Legion.

1
http://www.distraction.gov/stats-and-facts/
www.stirling-rawdonpolice.ca/?page_id=33
3
http://www.hsrc.unc.edu/news_room/distraction_images2.cfm
4
http://www.mainstreet.com/article/smart-spending/autos/new-tech-prohibits-texting-while-driving?puc=outbrain&cm_
ven=outbrain&obref=obnetwork
* Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and State Farm Insurance Study and NHTSA Study
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